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A letter to Doug Adair: 
Dear Doug, 


Thank you for the e-mail you sent relating to some of the manongs in 
the union. I am very glad to hear that you are doing well. 

It is unfortunate that we never had the chance to work together while 
we were in the union. Maybe, the reason why we never got to know 
each other very well was due to my being almost always assigned 
away from Delano. I met you a number of times and in fact talked to 
you at the Filipino Hall. Your letter seem to indicate you have a very 
vague idea of what I did in the union. I will try to recall the role I 
played in the union and other things about me. I really hope that we 
could continue to communicate with each other. 


You did a terrific job with the El Malcriado. It was a fearless 
newspaper that drew the true story of what was going on with our 
strike and I looked forward to its coming edition every time. I know of 
some people who collected most of the issues of the El Malcriado and 
one of them is the ex-wife of Richard Chavez, Sally. 


My participation and assignments in the UFWOC, are as follows: 


Aug-Sept, 1965- Attended meetings of the AWOC presided by Larry 
Itliong. 

Sept. 8, 1965- AWOC declared strike against grape growers in Delano. 
I volunteered to Larry to help in the strike with the growers in Delano. 
Sept. 13,1965- Went with Larry to talk with Cesar regarding the 
Mexican farmworkers crossing the picket lines of AWOC 

Sept. 16, 1965- NFWA joined the strike. 

1966- I was assigned by Larry to do fund raising with the different 
unions in the Bay Area. Participated in the march to Sacramento with 
16 other AWOC members, such as my ex-wife Luming, Joseph 
Reeves, Rudy Reyes and others. 

1966- Chartered member of the merger between NFWA and AWOC- 
signed by George Meanie of the AFL-CIO (Doug, I have the original 
charter issued.). Cesar became the Director and Larry Itliong the 
Asst. Director. Those named as Vice Presidents were Dolores Huerta, 
Gil Padilla, Julio Hernandez, Tony Orendain, Philip Vera Cruz, and 
Andy Imutan. 

1968- I helped and participated in many ways during Cesar’s fast and 
breaking of the bread with Robert Kennedy. 

1968- Campaigned for Robert Kennedy, with Marshall Ganz and others 
in South Los Angeles. 

1968- Went ahead to Coachella to set house for our offices and where 


the volunteers and some strikers could stay. I worked in the office 
and as organizer of the strike. 

1968- Participated in the boycott grape meeting when it was decided 
to do a nation wide boycott of California table grapes. I was assigned 
to direct the boycott activities in Baltimore, Maryland and Washington, 
BC.. 

1970- I moved to head the New York grape boycott, to include the 
entire East Coast. I was in New York when the grape growers decided 
to sign the contracts. 

1971- I was assigned as Director of the Stockton San Joaquin UFWOC 
office. 

1971- Appointed by Cesar as Director of the Delano field office, in 
Larry Itliong’s place, due to Larry’s public resignation via a press 
conference. 

1973- Requested from Cesar an indefinite leave of absence from the 
union. 

1976- Cesar, Richard, David Villarmino, and I went to the Philippines 
for three weeks. 


Doug, I hope I did not bore you with this but, I want to be your 
friend. As you may know by now, that I am trying to write my 
memoirs. A professor, Dr. James Sobredo who teaches Ethnic Studies 
at the UC Sacramento, is helping me with my manuscript. I am 
hoping to finish with the final draft by December. I intend to write 
about you in my book and I would like to get a short essay from you 
regarding your recollection of the Filipinos in the union. I have the 
permission from Rudy Reyes to use his letter to Janet Shirley where 
he talked about his life in the union. Rudy Reyes related to me your 
going to jail instead of him. I would like to hear more about that from 
you, if you don’t mind. After all 35 years has already gone by. 


The major reason I am writing my memoir, is because I want 
everyone to remember and know that the Filipinos were the one’s who 
started the strike and their contribution to the cause of the 
farmworkers. I know it is not the fault of UFW if they are concentrated 
in pushing the Mexican side. It is entirely for the Filipinos to make it 
known what they did for the movement, and that it is not a purely 
Mexican effort only. 


Thank you very much again for the information you sent me and 
Mark Day. Looking forward to seeing you again someday. I was at the 
Cesar Memorial celebration in La Paz last week and I saw a lot of our 
friends. Everyone seems to have grown so old and there were those I 
failed to recognize right away. My regards to your wife and family. 
Andy Imutan 


